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FOREWORD 


The study and cataloguing of one of the shortest series of coins 
in the numismatic history of The United States has intrigued me and 
taken up a good portion of my time for the past ten years. The 
Two-Cent piece, being coined only at The Philadelphia Mint and used 
for the short span of ten years provides one of the more interesting 
and much overlooked collections within numismatics. 

Historically the Two Cent piece covered but a short and rather 
nondescript area, being known mostly by children (for candy 
money) and those receiving small gratuities. 

The patterns of the Two Cent piece are varied, but still the 
adopted issues have never created the excitement per se of the many 
other series featuring portrait heads or some of our more famous and 
talented designers. 

The United States has always had a basic problem involving small 
change and the era between the civil war and 1873 was certainly not 
an exception. In 1836 the first demand for a coin of two cent value 
was felt and accompanying patterns of that date were noted. The 
design was by no means that of the recognized coin. It was smaller 
and without any of the devices of the regular issue. The pattern 
obviously was not adopted. After a pause of some twenty years the 
first Two Cent piece was created. 

On November 13th, 1861, The Rev. M.R. Watkins of Ridleyville, 
PA., corresponded with The Secretary of Treasury Salmon P. Chase. 
The letters content noted that the recognition of ““Almighty God” 
has been left out in our currency. It was felt that our coinage, at 
least, should amend this fault. Rev. Watkins suggested changes and 
additions to include words such as “God, Liberty, Law” and 
‘Perpetual Union.” 

The responses of Sec. Chase were favorable. In a letter to James 
Pollock, who at that time was Director of The Mint, he stated that 


iv 


the strength of any nation could only be in the strength of ‘‘God” or 
the safety to be derived from “Him”. That “the trust of people in 
God should be declared on our national coins’. Sec. Chase further 
directed a device to be prepared without unnecessary delay contain- 
ing a motto expressing, in the fewest and the tersest words possible, 
this national recognition. 

Several patterns were produced in the years 1861 and 1862 
containing the motto reading ‘““God Our Trust”. The note-worthy 
results of the patterns of 1863 showed six noted types for the 
Two Cent piece. These bore mottos ““God Our Country” and “God 
Our Trust’’. The patterns were submitted to Sec. Chase who, in a 
reply to The Director of The Mint dated December 9, 1863, advised 
that he approved the mottos but with the suggestion that the first be 
changed to read “Our God And Our Country” and that the second 
read “‘In God We Trust’’. The latter, of course, is the motto we know 
so widely throughout most of our coinage. 

By an act of Congress of April 22, 1864, the coinage of the 
Two Cent piece was authorized. It bore the motto “In God We 
Trust”. 

The birth of the Two Cent piece showed an initial minting of 
19,847,500 in 1864 with a diminishing mintage until in 1872 only 
65,000 were minted. The year of 1873 saw only proofs being coined 
to fill orders by interested parties. 

The varied alloy of the Two Cent piece shows many existant 
specimens today being colored in ranges from golden through deep 
red. Iridescence is quite often more desirable than brilliance. 

In the following work I will attempt to describe some of the 
rarities and die varieties which make the Two Cent piece of interest 
to the collector. Often in this series one will note that a proof die 
was used, as is exclusively the case in 1872, to produce both proof 
and business strikes. The only basic variation was the planchet used 
for the coining. 

Notable, the 1864 small motto coin was produced from a set of 
dies which struck both brilliant and matte type finish proofs. The 
basic factors to perceive the proof were those of share square edges 
and extremely sharp strikings. All other characteristics bore similar- 
ity with the uncirculated specimen and will be described under the 
variations in 1864. 


INSTRUCTION AND EXPLANATION 


It is of prime importance that the coin be held so that the figure 
or letter, being checked for position, is perpendicular to the eye. A 
strong magnifying glass is needed, as many of the differences are 
slight and cannot be detected by the naked eye. The best possible 
specimens should by obtained for accurate attribution. Coins that are 
worn or dirty often are impossible to classify. A dingy coin may be 
improved by lightly brushing with a soft brush, such as jewelers use. 
If the coin has a deposit of old oil or grease or verdigris in its early 
stages on its surface, soaking for a while in alcohol or carbon 
tetrachloride will often loosen the deposit so that it will come off in 
warm soap and water. Never use abrasives or cleaners that will mar or 
brighten the coin. If verdigris has remained on the coin long enough 
to corrode, it is best left as is, for if it is removed ugly pits are visible 
that nothing can improve. 


Vi 


OBVERSE GUIDE SHEET 


Obverses may be identified by the following method: (1) Date 
nearer to border below or to the ball at the base of shield. (2) Center 
of ball at base of shield relative to its position over the figures of 
date. (3) Base of figure 1 or figure 5 of date being nearest to border 
below. (4) other features or differences to aid in identification will 
be shown under remarks. 

Following the guide sheets will be individual descriptive informa- 
tion of each listed variety, numbered to correspond with the num- 
bers of the guide sheet. 


Vii 


REVERSE GUIDE SHEET 


Reverses may be identified by the following method: (1) Position 
of the point of the 7th outside blade of the left branch of the 
wreath, relative to its position under the first T in STATES. (2) 
Position of the point of the 8th outside blade of the right branch of 
the wreath, relative to its position under the final S in STATES. (3) 
Position of the point or the 7th outside blade of the right branch of 
the wreath, relative to its position under the letter F in OF. (4) 
Position of the point of the 3rd outside blade of the right branch of 
the wreath relative to C in AMERICA. (5) Other distinguishing 
differences will be noted under remarks. 
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Capital letters are used to denote: C—Center, L—Left, N—Near, 
P—Past, R—Right, S—Slightly, V—Very. Letter R followed by a 
numeral denotes degree of rarity. 

The accompanying line drawing shows clearly the relative 
position of the points associated with the letters above. 

It is suggested that a flexible clear plastic straight edge, similar to 
the slides used in coin albums, be used to aid in establishing position. 
For example, a straight edge placed on the obverse, and centered 
with the two balls or orbs of the shield, one being at the extreme 
bottom and the other near the top, will sever the date thus 
establishing its position relative to the ball at the base of shield. In 
the case of a letter on the reverse, place the straight edge to parallel 
the upright of the letter and in line with the very point of the blade 
directly under it and you will determine the relative position with 
blade point and letter. 


1864 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Base 
of 
l or 4 Remarks 
Nearer 
r of Ball Border 


between 8 and6 Equal Small letters in motto. 
Right arrow tip nearest to 


border. 
2 between 8 and6 Equal Die crack from point of 1 
into field. 
3 Ball Slightly left of 6 + Die crack from left wreath 


touching left arrow shaft 
to border left of date. 

4 Ball Over left side of 6 Equal ‘Faint crack from right arrow 
shaft to border below to 
right of date. See No. 12 


5 Border Over left side of 6 1 Wide spacing in date. 
6 Ball Over left side of 6 1 Plain Border. 
7 Border Over left side of 6 + Inverted reverse. 
8 Ball Over left side of 6 l Date very high near ball. 
9 Equal Over left side of 6 4 Close spacing in date, 6 and 
4 recut. 
10‘ Ball Over left side of 6 ] Inverted reverse. Date high, 
6 near ball, but not as near as 
in No. 8. 
11‘ Ball Over left side of 6 ] Date closely spaced. 6 
distant from ball. 
12 Ball Over left side of 6 Equal Date widely spaced. Border 
off on lower right 1/4 of coin. 
See No. 4. 
-13. Border NL between curves of 6 ] Right rim and part of border 
crumbling. 
14 Border NL between curves of 6 l Crack extends from left arrow 
shaft to base of figure 1. 
1S Ball NL between curves of 6 l Right arrow tip points to a 


pinpoint dot between tip and 
border, dot in center of a 
faint crack extending from 
scroll to border. 
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Ball 


Ball 


Border 
Border 


Ball 


1864 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Base 
of 


l or4 
Nearer 
Center of Ball Border 


Midway between 8 and6 Equal 


Midway between 8 and 6 Equal 


Slightly left of 6 4 
Over left side of 6 Equal 
Over left side of 6 1 
Over left side of 6 l 
Over left side of 6 4 
Over left side of 6 1 
Over left side of 6 4 
Over left side of 6 1 
Over left side of 6 1 
Over left side of 6 Equal 
NL between curves of 6 l 
NL between curves of 6 l 
NL between curves of 6 l 


Remarks 


Small letters in motto. 

Right arrow tip nearest to 
border. 

Die crack from point of 1 
into field. 

Die crack from left wreath 
touching left arrow shaft 

to border left of date. 

Faint crack from right arrow 
shaft to border below to 
right of date. See No. 12 
Wide spacing in date. 

Plain Border. 

Inverted reverse. 

Date very high near ball. 
Close spacing in date, 6 and 
4 recut. 

Inverted reverse. Date high, 
6 near ball, but not as near as 
in No. 8. 

Date closely spaced. 6 
distant from ball. 

Date widely spaced. Border 
off on lower right 1/4 of coin. 
See No. 4. 

Right rim and part of border 
crumbling. 

Crack extends from left arrow 
shaft to base of figure 1. 
Right arrow tip points to a 
pinpoint dot between tip and 
border, dot in center of a 
faint crack extending from 
scroll to border. 
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26 
Pes 
28 
29 


30 


Ball 


Ball 


Border 
Ball 
Ball 


Ball 


Equal 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 


Ball 
Equal 
Ball 
Ball 


Ball 


NL between curves of 6 


NL between curves of 6 


SL of center of 6 
SL of center of 6 
Over left side of 6 


Over left side of 6 


Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
NL between curves of 6 
Midway between 8 & 6 


Over left side of 6 
NL between curves of 6 
Midway between 8 & 6 
Over left side of 6 


Over the left side of 6 


Equal 


Crack extends from left arrow 
shaft through tops of 186, 6 

and 4 joined by crack. 

Date high 6 rather close to 

ball. Almost plain border, 

only few denticle points show. 

6 equidistant from ball and 

border. 

Date high near ball. Strong 

W weak E in motto. 

Complete recutting of 1 and 8. 
Large outline of 8 visable. 

Die crack from left arrow 

through leaves of left wreath 
pieces of left feathers through 
center of date. 

The perfect obverse 

Very close date. 

Proofs 

Die break from border to point of 
left arrowhead. 
A perfect obverse. | 
Large date. 

Numeral | has horizontal gravers 
line. 


Double motto. 
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11J 

12B 
13K 
14L 
ISL 
16A 


17C 
18H 
19H 
20A 
21M 
22G 


, 23N 


24-0 
25-P 
26-Q 
27-R 
28-S 
29-T 
30-U 
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1864 REVERSE GUIDE 
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7th 


NL 
NC 


NC 
NC 
NL 
NC 
NC 


3rd 


NL 
NL 


NL 
NL 
NL 
NL 
NL 


Remarks 


Point of 7 blade under LU of T. 
All letters in UNITED recut. 

See No. 12. 

See also No. 17 

Rey. comes 1/8 turn right. 

Point of 7th blade under LU of T. 
Plain border. Legend near wreath. 
Inverted reverse. Both ribbon 
ends show recutting. 

Only 1864 rev. NC at C. 

Incuse portion of obv. under 
CENTS 

Inverted rev. Only 1864 rev. 
Platt; 

Point of 7th blade under R of S. 
See No. 2. 

7th blade under left stand of T. 
See No. 15. 

See No. 14. Din UNITED recut. 
7th blade under LU of T. See 

1 and S. 

Almost plain border. See No. 3. 
See Nos. 9 and 19. 

See Nos. 9 and 18. 

See Nos. 1, 5 and 16. 


Die crack from right base of A in 
STATES to base of S. A spattering 
of raised dots between O and F of 
OF. 

Die crack top of Ein UNITED to 
border. 

Perfect reverse of proof die. 
Incused shield. 


Rare. 

2 CENTS recut. 
Perfect D of UNITED. 
Perfect D of UNITED. 


1864 


NO. 1 SMALL MOTTO 


The date is nearer to border than to ball at base of shield. A line 
drawn downward through the center of ball would run midway 
between 8 and 6. The bases of figures 1 and 4 are equidistant from 
border. 1, 8 and 6 are equally and rather widely spaced while 4 and 6 
are somewhat closer and the 4 high. Figure 6 is only slightly nearer 
to ball than 8. 

Letters of the motto, on a scroll above the shield, are smaller 
than on following varieties. A comparison of the letter U will show 
that there is more space between the uprights of the small U than the 
large, and that the large U will be nearer the edges of the scroll. The 
letters of the motto of this variety are proportionally shorter, yet 
wider, than the letters of the Large Motto. 

The highest leaf of the right branch, directly under the scroll, is 
imperfect and on some specimens a mere outline. The leaf directly 
under this is well formed and has a complete stem. There are six 
berries on the left branch of the wreath. The second berry from the 
bottom of this branch is stemless on all subsequent varieties, and 
diminishes in size and form until it finally appears to be a flaw in the 
die, in the nature of a bulge on the side of a leaf stem. Slight rim 
defects have been noted at the top of this obverse. The right arrow 
tip is nearer to its border than the left tip, and there is a microscopic 
die crack from the right tip to the border. Without aid of a powerful 
glass these arrow tips appear to be equidistant from the border. The 


arrow tip positions of this obverse is unique, as on all other obverses 
of two cent pieces the left arrow tip is nearest the border. R—4; 
bright unc., very rare; proof rarest of entire series. 

Reverse A NC C NLNL. Letters A, E and S in STATES, OF, and 
letter R in AMERICA show retooling. There is a faint die crack 
starting at the right base of the first T in STATES running through 
the bases of ATES OF AMERICA. On some specimens this crack 
continues through the right wreath stem, ends of ribbon, and 
terminates at the left wreath stem. Cracks also join left wreath stem 
with wreath, and left wreath stem with U in UNITED. Another crack 
runs through bases of ITE in UNITED. See Nos. 5 and 16. 


No. 2 
Large Motto 


The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is midway 
between 8 and 6. The bases of 1 and 4 are equidistant from border. 
Figure 6 is slightly nearer to ball than 8. A die crack extends from 
point of figure 1 into field to left of date. Another crack extends 
from the right arrow shaft, near its tip through the scroll to the 
border. Another connects left top of scroll with leaf below. 


Reverse B. VNC C NC NL. All of the letters of UNITED show 
retooling. See No. 12. 


No. 3 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is slightly 
left of 6. The base of 4 is nearer to border than base of 1. Figures 8 | 
and 6 are equidistant from ball. A heavy die crack extends from the 
middle leaf, of the three lowest leaves of the left branch, through the 
“end of the left arrow shaft to the border at left of date. Later this die 
loses a segment between this crack and the border obliterating border 
denticles. R—2. 

Reverse C. NL C NC NL. See No. 17. 3A reverse CC L NL. 


No. 4 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. Bases of 1 and 4 are equidistant from border. Figure 6 


is nearer ball than 8. Date similar to No. 2. There is a faint die crack 
from end of right arrow shaft to border below. This reverse comes 
1/8 turn to right. See No. 12. 

Reverse D. L C NC NL. An irregular crack connects the tips of 
ED STATES OF and extends to the border at left of A in 
AMERICA. 


No. 5 

The date is slightly nearer border than ball. The center of ball is 
over the left side of 6. Base of 1 nearer border than 4. Wide spacing 
in date. No die cracks noted. 

Reverse A. NC C NL NL. A die crack connects the bases of ITED 
and continues to border to left of first Sin STATES. Another crack 
connects the bases of ATES and extends into the field to near the 
base of O. See Nos. 1 and 16. 


No. 6 
Plain Border 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. The figure 6 is rather near the ball and 4 is very high. 
Base of 1 nearer border than 4. This variety has plain borders on 
both obverse and reverse. 

Reverce E. VNC NC NC NL. The legend is near to wreath. No 
denticles show in border. 


No. 7 
Inverted Reverse 

The date is nearer border than ball. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. The base of 4 is near or nearer to border than 1. A rim 
bulge occurs at right opposite fifth outside leaf from bottom of the 
right branch of the wreath. A faint crack extends downward from 
the point of the fourt outside leaf of the right branch, and another 
from the lowest outside leaf of the right branch through arrow shaft 
to the border right of date. R—1. 

Reverse F. C NL NC NL. Reverse comes inverted with this 
obverse. A heavy die crack extends from the left stem to the border. 
Letters NITE in UNITED, both Ts in STATES and R in AMERICA 
show retooling. Letter E in CENTS is imperfect. Both ribbon ends 
show retooling. A faint crack runs through the bases of ERICA. 
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No. 8 
High Date 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. The base of | is nearer to border than 4. The figures of 
date are closely spaced and very high. Figure 6 is very near the ball. 
On some specimens a slight rim bulge occurs above letter G in GOD. 
R-1. 

Reverse G. C C NC NC. This is the only reverse of 1864 so far 
noted, that the 3rd outside blade point of the right branch falls at 
the position NC of letter C. A faint crack extends from the right side 
of the final S in STATES through OF. Another crack extends from 
the right tip of M in AMERICA downward through ERI thence 
upward through C to border above A. 


No. 9 

The date is equidistant from ball and border. The center of ball is 
over the left side of 6. The base of 4 is nearer to border than 1. 
Figures in date are closely spaced and 6 and 4 show recutting. 
R—undetermined. 

Reverse H. C NL NL NL. The letter D in UNITED in imperfect, 
having its tip serif missing. Letters ATES OF show retooling. This 
reverse die has at some time come in contact with an obverse die, as a 
portion of obverse die is incused below CENTS. See Nos. 18 and 19. 


No. 10 
Inverted Reverse 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. Base of 1 is nearer to border than 4. The date is rather 
high and closely spaced. This obverse is coupled with an inverted 
reverse. R—2. 

_ Reverse I. VNC C NC PL. This is the only reverse die of 1864, so 
far noted where the third outside blade point of the right branch falls 
at the position PL of letter C. Its position is SR of letter I. No die 
breaks are noted. 


No. 11 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. The base of 1 is nearer to border than 4. Date closely 
spaced. The figure 6 is distant from ball. R—2. 
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Reverse J. PL C C C. This is the only reverse die of 1864, so far 
noted, in which the third outside blade point of the right branch falls 
at the CENTER position of letter C. A die crack extends from the 
border at left of U through tops of UNITE. Another crack connects 
the bases of ED with the first S in STATES, while another appears at 
the tops of AM. A small bulge or dot appears on the left outer side of 
O. 


No. 12 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. Figures 1 and 4 are equidistant from ball and border. 
The date is widely spaced. Figures 6 and 4 recut at their tops. The 
border is missing on the lower 1/4 of the right side. This die is same 
as No. 4 in every respect except for missing border, and tops of 6 and 
4 being recut (Don’t confuse with No. 9). R—undetermined. 

Reverse B. VNC C NC NL. A crack now appears from the border 
through tops of OF. Another from right top of E to border and 
another through centers of RIC. See No. 2. 


No. 13 

The date is nearer border than ball. The center of ball is over the 
left of 6, between its inner and outer curves. The base of 1 is nearer 
to border than 4. The right rim and part of border shows crumbling 
of die. 

Reverse K. NL C C NL. The point of the 7th blade of the left 
branch falls under the left stand of T. The die shows crumbling at the 
right rim and border, and shows signs of rust. 


No. 14 

The date is nearer border than ball. The center of ball is over the 
left of 6, between its inner and outer curves. The base of 1 is nearer 
to border than 4. A faint die crack may be seen connecting the left 
arrow shaft with the left base of figure 1. 

Reverse L. C C NL NL. This dies comes cracked in many 
positions. Letters UN in UNITED joined at top by a die crack. 
Another crack runs from the base of D to the top of the first S in 
STATES. Another extends from the top of ES to the base of OF. 
Another extends along the tops of the letters in AMERICA to the 
border at right of the final A, thence to the right of stem of wreath. 
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A final crack extends from the left stem to join the crack, first 
mentioned, crossing the tops of UN. See No. 15. 


No. 15 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left of 6, between its inner and outer curve. The base of | is nearer 
border than 4. The date is widely spaced. A crack extends downward 
from the lowest outside leaf of the left branch of wreath to the 
border under the left arrow shaft. The right arrow tip points to a 
pinpoint dot in the field between the arrow tip and border. This dot 
is in the center of a light crack extending from scroll to border. 

Reverse L. C C NL NL. Letters D STATE OF AMERICA show 
retooling. This Rev. same as No. 14, but cracked differently. There is 
a short crack at top of U. Another runs from U through N, just above 
its middle, to the upper part of I. Letters ITE connected by a crack 
at their tops, and ED at base. Another extends upward from D to 
border at left of S. Another crack runs through the bases of STA 
thence upward through T to border above left side of E. Both wreath 
stems are connected with border by cracks. See No. 14. 


No. 16 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left of 6, between its inner and outer curves. The base of 1 nearer to 
border than 4. The date is closely spaced. A die crack extends from 
the bottom feather of the left arrow shaft through figures 186, while 
another crack connects 6 and 4. Another faint crack extends from 
the right arrow shaft to border below. 

Reverse A. NC C NL NL. Letters U in UNITED, CA in 
AMERICA and CENTS are weakly struck. The tops of ITED show 
retooling. The poimt of the 7th outside blade of the left branch of 
wreath falls under the left upright of T. See Nos. 1 and 5. 


No. 17 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left of 6, between its inner and outer curves. The base of | is nearer 
border than 4. The date is closely spaced and high with 6 being 
rather close to ball. The border is almost plain with only the points 
of a few denticles showing. The reverse coupled with this obverse 
comes 1/8 turn to the left. 


Reverse C. NL C NC NL. Letter D in UNITED is imperfect, 
having its top serif missing. The border is almost plain. This reverse 
seems to be same as reverse of No. 3 with minor differences in the 
state of dies. See No. 3. 


No. 18 
The date is nearer border than ball. The center of ball is slightly 
left of the center of 6. Bases of 1 and 4 are equidistant from border. 
The date is closely spaced, and figure 1 is imperfect above base on 
each side of its upright. R—1. 
Reverse H. C NL NL NL. Most of the letters of the legend and 
CENTS show retooling. See Nos. 9 and 19. 


No. 19 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is slightly 
left of the center of 6. The base of 1 is nearer border than 4. The 
date is closely spaced and high, with 6 being close to ball. On 
uncirculated specimens faint cracks may appear in field to left of 
wreath. In the motto letter W is strong and well struck, while letters 
E and T are rather faint and weakly struck. The left side of the 
upright of R is recut. There is a slight engraver’s tool scratch between 
U and S. A faint crack extends from the end of the scroll] at right to 
the border. R—1. 

Reverse H. C NL NL NL. Most of the letters of the legend and 
CENTS show retooling. See Nos. 9 and 19. 


No. 20 
Recut 1 and 8 

The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball 
is over the left side of 6 between the inner and outer curves. The base 
of the | is nearer the border than is the base of the 4. A tiny raised 
dot in the field above the motto between the R and U of TRUST. 
This appears to be the die used for the overdate of 1865/4 

Reverse I. NC C NL NL. There are clash marks in the field inside 
the last segment of the wreath. 


No. 21 
The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball 
is over the left side of the 6. The base of the 4 is nearer the border 
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than the base of the 1. There is a die crack running from the left 
arrow head faintly increasing through the left leaves of the wreath 
and piercing the left arrow feathers. The die crack extends through 
the center of the date. There is another die crack from the lower left 
outside leaf of the wreath to the border. 

Reverse M. CC L NL. 


No. 22 

The date is equally spaced between the ball and the border. The 
center of the ball is over the left side of the 6. The bases of 1 and 4 
are equally spaced from the border. 

Reverse G. C C NC NC. There is a die crack running from the 
right base of A in STATES to the base of S. A spattering of raised 
minute dots between O and F in OF, perhaps due to a rust spot in 
the die. 


NO. 23 
The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball 
is over the left side of the 6. The | and 4 are equidistant from the 
border. This variety shows a very close date. 
Reverse N. C NC L NL. The reverse shows a die crack from the 
top of Ein UNITED to the border. 


No. 24 
Proofs 
Date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball is 
NL between the curves of the 6. The bases of 1 and 4 are equidistant 
from the border. The 6 is nearer the ball than the 8. 
Reverse O. NLC CNL. Perfect reverse of proof die. 


No. 25 

The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball 
is between the 8 and 6. The 8 and 6 are equidistant from the ball. 
The bases of the | and 4 are equidistant from the border. The date is 
closely spaced. Rim breaks at 10 and 11 o’clock. A die break from 
the border to the point of the left arrowhead and joined to ribbon 
above N of IN. 

Reverse P. C C NC NC. Another reverse other than 8-G where 3rd 
outside blade point of right branch falls at the position NC or C in 


AMERICA. The die shows incusation of shield similar to 9-H reverse. 
Die crack connecting all tops of letters of reverse and border above A 
of AMERICA with triangular raised segment between C and A. A 
perpendicular crack between UNITED and STATES from rim to 6th 
blade of wreath. 


No. 26 
The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball 
is over the left side of the 6. The 1 is nearer the border. The 6 is 
nearer the ball. A perfect obverse. 
Reverse Q. C C L NL. A faint crack from border to E of 
UNITED. Also from border to Ist Ain AMERICA. 


No. 27 
Large Date 

The date is equidistant between ball and border. Center of the 
ball NL between curves of the 6. The base of the 1 is nearer the 
border than the 4. The 6 is nearer the ball than the 8. The letters of 
G of GOD, R, S and T of TRUST are incomplete. 

Reverse R. NL C NL NC. T and R in legend are all incomplete. 
Rare. 


No. 28 
Horizontal bar on numeral 1 

The date is slightly nearer the ball than the border. The center of 
the ball is midway between the 8 and 6. The 6 is slightly nearer the 
ball than the 8. The 1 has notable graver’s line horizontally 
connected to mid-staff, giving the numeral the appearance of a 
backward “‘E”’. 

Reverse S. C C NC NL. A diagonal die crack from the rim 
through the denticles and field to top of R. 2 CENTS recut. 


No. 29 
The multiply recut 4 
The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball 
is over the left side of the 6. The base of the 4 is nearer the border 
than the 1. The 6 is nearer the ball than the 8. There are a number of 
horizontal graver’s marks running through the inner body of the 4 
and intersecting the body of the numeral. There is a die crack from 
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the left arrowhead and an absence of the upper margin of the ribbon 
over IN. 

Reverse T. C C NC NC. A total recutting of legend, ribbon ends 
and 2 CENTS. Although recut, the D of UNITED was and is the 
perfect type. 


No. 30 
Double Motto 

The date is slightly nearer the ball than the border. The center of 
the ball is over the left side of the 6. The 1 is nearer the border than 
the 4. The 6 is closer to the ball than the 8. The entire motto and top 
of the ribbon is doubled. A large wedge shaped die chip one 
millimeter long pointing right is noted over the I of IN in the field 
over the ribbon. 

Reverse U. CC NC NL. Perfect D. Almost all letters of the legend 
are recut. 


Date 
Nearer 
Ball or 
Border 


Equal 


Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Equal 


Equal 
Ball 


Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 


1865 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Center of Ball 


Between 8 and 6 


Between 8 and 6 
Between 8 and 6 
Between 8 and 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 


Between curves of 6 
Between curves of 6 


Over left side of 6 


Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 


Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
SL of center of 6 
SL of 6 

Between 8 and 6 

Center of the 6 
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Base of 
l or 5 

Nearer 
Border 


Equal 


Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
5 
Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
5 
Equal 


Equal 
5 


Equal 

Equal 

Equal 

Equal 

Equal 
1 


Remarks 


From | through 12 R. top of 5 
upturned. 

Recut date over 1864. 

Badly cracked reverse. 

Similar to obverse 3 of 1864. 
Badly cracked reverse. 

First S in STATES weak. 

First S in STATES bold. 

Border bulge over TR in TRUST. 


Long crosslet in G. 


Rim break under date.. 

From 13 through 19 top of 5 is 
relatively straight. 

RUST of TRUST recut. 


Center of ball SL of center of 6. 
Outline of 2 shows in shield. 

Recut over 1865, original 5 low. 
Proofs from this die. Raised dot | 
left of Win WE. | 


10H 
101 
11J 
12K 
13L 


14M 
1SM 
16N 
17G 
180 
19P 
200 
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VNC 
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1865 REVERSE GUIDE 


8th 


7th 


3rd 


PL 


Remarks 


Perfect D in UNITED (Same die as 
Rev. 10—I of 1864). 

Imperfect. 

Die badly cracked. 


Die badly cracked. 
First S in STATES weak. 
First S in STATES Bold. 


STATES weakly struck. 


Rim break under center of date. 
Die badly cracked (from here on 
top of 5 relatively straight). 


Crack from border to left stem 
of wrth. 
Perfect reverse. 


1865 


The two cent pieces of 1865 may be divided into two general 
classifications, those with right tops of figure five pointed and curved 
upward, and those with rather blunt and relatively straight tops. 

Of the varieties described, only #1 has a perfect top serif on the 
letter D of UNITED. The top serif of letter D is present on No. 17, 
but has been retooled. 


No. 1 
Perfect D in UNITED 

The date is equidistant between ball and border. The center of 
ball is between 8 and 6. The ball is equidistant from 8 and 6. The 
Bases of | and 5 are equidistant from border. Figure 5 has upward 
curve at right top. This obverse die bowed or sunken in center, 
causing center of coins from this die to be raised in the center. 

Reverse A. VNC C NL PL. Same die as Rev. No 10-I of 1864 
with the 7th blade on right elongated. The letter D in UNITED has 
complete top serif. Most of the letters in UNITED and AMERICA 
show recutting. 


No. 2 
Figures 1, 8 and 5 Cut Over 1, 8 and 4 
The date is nearer the ball than border. The center of ball is 
between 8 and 6. The ball is equidistant from 8 and 6. The bases of 1 
and 5 are equidistant from border. A faint crack extends right from 
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the bottom of 5. There is a small engraver’s tool mark on the left side 
of 8 just below its center. 

Reverse A. VNC C NL PL. This is same as 1-A only the top serif 
of D is missing. The same letters of legend show recutting, United 
and America. 


No. 3 
Reverse die badly cracked 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is between 
8 and 6. The ball is equidistant from 8 and 6. The bases of 1 and 5 
are equidistant from border. A faint crack extends right from the 
bottom of 5. There is a small engraver’s tool mark on the left side of 
8 just below its center. 

Reverse B. C C NL NL. This reverse comes badly cracked as 
follows: from border to left top of U; through tops of STAT; 
through bases of TES OF; from right top of F to border; through 
base of AMERICA; from border to top of final A in AMERICA; 
from border upward through left ribbon, knot, right wreath and 
ending at left base of final Ain AMERICA. 


No. 4 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is between 
8 and 6. Ball equidistant from 8 and 6. The bases of | and 5 are 
equidistant from border. A die break occurs on this obverse, 
extending from the border at left through leaves of left wreath, 
touching the left arrow shaft and ending at border left of date. 
(Similar to obverse No. 3 of 1864). 

Reverse C. C SPC NL NL. 


No. 5 
Reverse die badly cracked 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
extreme left side of 6. Ball about equidistant from 8 and 6. The bases 
of 1 and 5 are equidistant from border. The figure 6 of date shows 
signs of retooling. A faint die crack extends from border to scroll 
above the right side of U. 

Reverse D. C C NL L. All of the letters of the legend show 
recutting. There is a faint crack from the border to the left top of U. 
There is a very heavy crack from border through tops of NITE to 
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border between E and D. Another crack extends through the bases of 
OF AM to the top of E in AMERICA, thence to border over R. The 
left ribbon end shows an extra outline at left side. 


No. 6 
First S in STATES weakly struck 

The date is slightly nearer ball than border. The center of ball is 
over the left side of 6. Ball is nearer to 6 than to 8. The base of 5 
slightly nearer border than 1. There is a faint die crack from border 
to scroll above S. There are several engraver’s tool marks in the field 
between the right side of the shield and the wreath. 

Reverse E. CC NL L. The die is cracked from the border through 
the center of T in UNITED continuing through the left wreath into 
field. Another extends from the border downward through the first 
S, which is weakly struck, in STATES, and continues through the 
bases of TATES OF, thence upward to the border above O. Another 
crack extends from the border to the top of A in STATES. There are 
several faint cracks through letters of AMERICA. Both wreath stems 
are joined to their nearest letter by faint cracks. 


No. 7 
First S in STATES boldly struck 

The date is nearer the ball than border. The center of ball is over 
the left side of 6. Ball is nearer to 6 than 8. The bases of 1 and 5 are 
equidistant from border. A slight crack extends from the lower left 
border to the base of 1. This obverse has a high rim and some 
specimens show a slight crumbling or broadening of the rim over 
TRUST. 

Reverse F. C SPC NL NL. Both Ts and final S of STATES and 
final A in AMERICA are weakly struck. First S and E in STATES 
boldly struck. The R in AMERICA is weakly struck on lower right 
side, causing this letter to resemble a P in some cases. The tops of 
ITE are connected by a faint crack. 


No. 8 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. The ball is nearer to 6 than 8. The bases of 1 and 5 are 
about equidistant from border. A die crack extends from the lower 
left border through 186 and ends at the border under 5. Another 
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faint crack extends from the ball to the base of right arrow shaft. 
High borders with crumbling. Bulges occur in the denticles above TR 
in TRUST and at four o’clock. 

Reverse G. C SPC CNL NL. Almost all of the letters of legend 
show recutting. Outline at the top serif of D visible. 


No. 9 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. The ball is nearer 6 than 8. The bases of 1 and 5 are 
equidistant from the border. This die comes perfect and with die 
cracks. A crack extends downward from the left wreath through left 
arrow shaft and through bases of 186. Another runs from right 
wreath through arrow shaft through bases of 186. Another runs from 
right wreath through arrow shaft through upper parts of 568. 
Another faint crack runs obliquely through T of TRUST. Another 
from top of T to top edge of scroll above while yet another appears 
along the top of T. On strictly uncirculated examples engraver’s tool 
scratches may be seen in the field above the date. One example has 
been seen where a scratch connects the peak of | with its base. 

Reverse H. C SPC VNL L. A faint crack runs obliquely from the 
border through the first S in STATES. Another crack extends from 
the base of the first T upward through A to the left crosslet of the 
second T. Still another extends from the border through the tops of 
ES. 


No. 10 
Crosslet of G in GOD long 

The date is nearer the ball than border. The center of ball is over 
the left side of 6. Ball is nearer 6 than 8. The bases of 1 and 5 are 
equidistant from border. There is an oblique scratch through TR of 
TRUST. On some specimens of this obverse a heavy die crack has 
developed extending from the border downward through the last T 
of TRUST thence through the top end of the scroll to border at near 
three o’clock. On this obverse the crosslet of letter G in GOD is 
unusually long and crooked touching the inner left side of that letter. 
Reverse H. C SPC VNL L. A die crack joins D and S. Another 
runs from S upward through T to border above A. A faint crack 

extends from the right ribbon end through the right wreath stem. 
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Reverse I. C C PC NL. This reverse is also coupled with obverse 
No. 10. On this reverse the word STATES is weakly struck. 


No. 11 

The date is nearer the ball than border. The center of ball is over 
the left of 6, between its inner and outer curves. Ball is nearer 6 than 
8. The bases of 1 and 5 are equidistant from border. This obverse 
comes perfect and also with almost plain borders. Late strikes show 
no denticles at bottom. 

Reverse J. CC NL NL. This reverse comes perfect and with die 
cracks as follows: Through ES to O above their bases. Faintly 
cracked from right wreath through the right bases of 1, thence 
diagonally through C to border between C and A. Another crack 
extends from the left top of U through the left wreath stem, both 
ribbon ends and ends at the right wreath stem. The fourth outside 
blade of the right wreath is elongated by an engraver’s tool scratch, 
and extends through the left base of M. 


No. 12 
Rim break under date 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left of 6, between its inner and outer curves. The ball is nearer 6 than 
8. Base of 5 is slightly nearer border than base of 1. A faint crack 
extends from the right top of 5 to the right arrow shaft. A rim break 
partly obliterates five denticles under the center of the date. 

Reverse K. C SPC NL NL. A die crack extends from the border 
to the left tip of the first Tin STATES. SOF AMERICA shows signs 
of retooling as does S in CENTS and figure 2. An engraver’s tool 
mark is visible running from the extreme lower left of 2 toward the 
right top of N in CENT. Both ribbon ends have been recut. 


No. 13 
(Note: The numeral punches used on dies 13 
through 19 are identical.) | 
The date is equidistant between ball and border. The center of 

ball is over the left side of 6. The ball is nearer 6 than 8. The bases of 
1 and 5 are equidistant from border. Figure 8 has an imperfection on 
its right side just above middle. The right top of figure 5 is not as 

pointed as preceding varieties and does not curl upward. 
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Reverse L. C SPC VNL NL. This reverse comes badly cracked. 
Cracks surround the whole die passing through all letters of the 
legend, wreath stems, and ribbon ends. Cracks from the border are 
seen at left tip of U, between S and T and at right side of 1. 


No. 14 

The date is equidistant between ball and border. The center of 
ball is over the left side of 6. The ball is nearer 6 than 8. The bases of 
1 and 5 are equidistant from border. This obverse is almost identical 
to No. 12, but letters RUST of TRUST show recutting, and there is a 
projection from the inner right side of O in GOD. 

Reverse M. C SPC VNL PL. The letters UNI of A and CENT 
show retooling. A crescent shaped kie break occurs at top of F. 
Another crack from the border to the left top of A thence through 
the tops of MAE. The right side of the upright of the first T in 
STATES imperfect, causing the upright to be narrower at top than at 
its lower portion. 


No. 15 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. The ball is nearer 6 than 8. The base of 5 is nearer 
border than base of 1. A faint crack extends ball toward the right 
arrow shaft. The ornaments at the right side of the shield are recut. 
There is an oblique tool mark left of the first Tin TRUST. 

Reverse M. C SPC VNL PL. All of the letters of the legend, 2 and 
cents show retooling. The left ribbon and has extra outline. 


No. 16 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. The ball is nearer 6 than 8. The bases of 1 and 5 are 
equidistant from border. 
" Reverse N. NC C SPC NL. 


No. 17 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. The ball is nearer6 than 8. The bases of | and 5 are 
equidistant from border. A die crack passes through the bases of the 
figures of date and ends at the border right of date. Another faint 
crack crosses the tops of IN and terminates at the top of Gin GOD. 
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Reverse G. C SPC VNL L. The letters UNITED STATES OF AM 
and CENTS show signs of retooling. A rather heavy die crack runs 
along the tops of MERI ending at the border above C. Third blade on 
right elongated. 


No. 18 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is slightly 
left of the center of 6. The ball is nearer to 6 than 8. The bases of | 
and 5 are equidistant from border. Figures 1 and 8 show recutting at 
their tops. A die crack extends downward from the lowest leaf of the 
right wreath passing through the right arrow shaft and ending at the 
border to the right of the date. Another faint crack extends from the 
center of the lowest leaves of the left wreath to the left arrow shaft. 
Crack from tip left arrow through tops of IN and from ribbon to 
border. 

Reverse O. C C VNL L. The letters in UNITED and C show 
retooling. A die crack extends from the border along the left side of 
E in UNITED ending at the left wreath. Another crack at tops of 
ITE. Another crack from the border to the right top of the final A in 
AMERICA. The base of I in AMERICA is joined to the wreath and 
the third blade by faint cracks. 


No. 19 
Outline of 2 in center of obverse 
Outline of shield in center of reverse 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is slightly 
left of 6, nearly touching its left side. The ball is nearer 8 than 6. 
Figures 1 and 5 are distant and equidistant from the border. An 
outline of figure 2 of reverse is Clearly visible in the center of this 
obverse, behind the vertical bars. 

Reverse P. C C NL NL. All letters of UNITED and CENTS show 
retooling. The letters OF and the first A and E of AMERICA are 
weak. An outline of a portion of the obverse shield is clearly visible 
within the wreath of this reverse, the vertical bars show on both sides 
of figure 2, and the horizontal bars show at the base of 2 and 
through CENTS. 


No. 20 
Recut 1 and 5 
The date is nearer the ball. The center of the ball is between the 
8 and 6. Bases of 1 and 5 are equidistant from the border. The 
notable recutting of 1, 6 and 5. The 5 is recut over a much lower 5. 
Reverse Q. CC NL NL. A notable crack from the left stem of the 
wreath to the border. 


No. 21 
Proof die 
The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball 
is over the center of the 6. The base of the | is nearer the border. A 
raised circular dot is found to the left of W in WE and 2 irregular 
raised dots are found above and to the right of Ein WE. 
Reverse R. NC CC NL. Perfect reverse. 
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Date 
Nearer 
Border 

or 

Ball 


Equal 
Equal 
Ball 


Ball 
Border 
Equal 
Equal 

Ball 

Ball 


Ball 


1866 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Center of Ball 


Over right side of 8 
Midway between 8 & 6 
Midway between 8 & 6 


Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 


Over right side of 8 


Base 
of 
1 or 6 
Nearer 
Border 


Remarks 


Proofs coined from this 
die 


Badly cracked die. 


Die crack connecting all 
numerals in the date. 


1866 REVERSE GUIDE 


No. 7th 8th 7th 3rd Remarks 

1-A C te NL NL 

2-B NL NC NC NC 

3-C ¢ NC VNL NL Proofs coined from this die. 
3-D VNC C NC NL Proofs coined from this die. 


4-E NC NC VNL- NG 
4-F C NC VNL NL 


5-G NC NC NL L 

6-H NL C NC NL 

7-F ty NC NL NL 

8-I C C NL NL Notable rim break above A in 
AMERICA. 

9-J ib C NEN Numeral 2 shows recutting. 

10-K NC C C Is Recutting of numeral 2, UNIT, AT, 


OF, and total AMERICA. 
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1866 


No. 1 

The date is about equidistant between ball and border. The 
center of ball is over the right side of 8, which figure is nearest to 
ball. The base of the final 6 is nearer to the border than the base of 
[: 

Reverse A. CC NLNL. The right side of the first A in AMERICA 
shows recutting. A rather heavy die break extends from the border 
through the top and left side of M of AMERICA terminating at 
wreath. 


No. 2 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is midway 
between 8 and 6, which figures are equidistant from ball. The base of 
the final 6 is nearer to border than the base of 1. 

Reverse B. NL NC NC NC. 

No. 3 
Proofs 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is midway 
between 8 and 6. The base of 1 is nearer to border than the base of 
the final 6. (Proofs coined from this die.) 

Reverse C. C NC VNL NL. (Proofs coined from this die.) 

Reverse D. VNC C NC NL. (Proofs coined from this die.) This 
reverse also coupled with obverse No. 3. The top blade of the right 
wreath is more distant from the final S of STATES than in Reverse 
Gi 
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No. 4 

The date is slightly nearer ball than border. The center of ball is 
over the extreme left side of 6, which figure is slightly nearer ball 
than is figure 8. The base of 1 is slightly nearer to border than is the 
base of the final 6. 

Reverse E. NC NC VNL NL. A die break extends from the left 
ribbon through the left stem to the border near U; another crack the 
top of ST, while yet another extends from the border to the left top 
of the first A of AMERICA. The highest blade of the left wreath is 
elongated to a position between E and S of STATES. 

Reverse F. C NC VNL NL. This reverse is also coupled with 
obverse No. 4. The letters STATES OF AMER show retooling. On 
some specimens the right stand of A in STATES elongated by crack 
which extends towards the second T of STATES. The letter D of 
UNITED is weakly struck. 


No. 5 

The date is nearer border than ball. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6. Base of 1 is nearer border. A faint die break extends 
from the lower left side of the right arrow shaft to the border at right 
of date. Another faint crack extends obliquely from the border 
through the final T of TRUST. 

Reverse G. NC NC NL L. A rim break occurs over the center of A 
in STATES. Short kie breaks extend from the border to D and to the 
left top of the final S of STATES. Letters S OF AMERICA are 
noticeably recut, giving these letters the appearance of having been 
double struck. Both ribbon ends and “*2” recut. 


No. 6 
Badly Cracked Die 

~The date is about equidistant between ball and border. The 
center of ball is over the left side of 6. The base of | is slightly nearer 
border than is the final 6. A rather heavy die crack extends from the 
left wreath through the left arrow shaft, across the top of the date, 
continuing through the right arrow shaft and upward along the outer 
leaves of the right wreath to the right end of the scroll. A crack from 
the border joins this crack at about 3 o’clock. 

Reverse H. NLC NC NL. 
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Nov? 
The date is equidistant from ball and border. The center of t 
ball is over the left side of the 6. The base of the | is nearer t 
border. The 6 is nearer the ball than the 8. 
Reverse F. C NC NL NL. The letters STATES OF AMER sh 
retooling. The letter D of UNITED is weakly struck. 


No. 8 
The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the b 
is over the left side of the 6. The base of the 6 is nearer the bor 
than the 1. The 6 is nearer the ball than the 8. | 
Reverse I. C C NL NL. A die crack running from the ay 
perpendicular through the left ribbon end and terminating in the k 
stems of the wreath. A notable rim break above A in AMERICA wi 
a crack extending through the border and through top of A. A fi 
crack extending through the bases of TED across field and joini 
bases of STA. 


No. 9 

The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the t 
is over the left side of the 6. The bases of the 1 and 6 are equidisté 
from the border. The 6 is nearer the ball. There is a fine die rg 
connecting all the numerals in the date. 

Reverse J. CC NLNL. The A in STATES has a notable recut 
base. The E is sharply recut and a line runs between it and the tip 
the highest blade of the right wreath. The numeral 2 shows recutti 


No. 10 

The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the 
is over the right side of the 8. The base of | and 6 are equidist 
from the border. The 8 is nearer the ball than the 6. There is a 
crack from the tip of the right arrowhead through both border | 
rim. A die crack extends from the left rim to the left wreath be: 
the ribbon end. 

Reverse K. NCCC L. The recutting of numeral 2, UNIT, AT, 
and total AMERICA. Also a die break from left ribbon end t@ 
rim. 
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Date 
Nearer 
Border 
or 
No. Ball 


| 

i 

] Ball 
) 2 ~~ Ball 
> 
3 


3 Border 
a 4 Border 
| 5 Border 
A 6 Border 
| 7 Border 
™ 8 Ball 
i 
19 Equal 
10 Border 
a 
iL 
be 


1867 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Center of Ball 


Over right side of 8 


Base 
of 
1 or 7 
Nearer 
Border Remarks 


7 Badly cracked die. 


Midway between 8 & 6 Equal Wide date. Proofs coined 


Slightly left of 6 

Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 
Over left side of 6 


Over left side of 6 


Over right side of 8 


from this date. 


i) Low date. 
7 
Equal Low date. 
Equal 
Equal 


Equal Double motto due to shifted 
Hub. Very rare. 
{j Die cracks through tops 
of numeral in date. 
7 Rim missing at lower parts. 
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No. 


1-A 
2-B 
3-C 
4-D 
5-E 
6-F 
7-G 
8-H 
9-] 
10-J 


7th 


1867 REVERSE GUIDE 


8th 


7th 


3rd 


NC 
NL 
NL 
NC 
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Remarks 


Badly cracked 
Proofs coined from this die. 


1867 
No. 1 
Badly cracked die 


The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
extreme right side of 8, which figure is nearest ball. The base of 
figure 7 is nearer to border than 1. A rather heavy die crack extends 
from the end of the left scroll along the outside of the left wreath, 
emerges from its lowest outside leaf, crosses the end of the left arrow 
shaft and ends in the field near date. Another crack extends right 
from the border at left of date, passes through the bases of 1 and 8, 
thence upward to the center of 6. Another runs through the tops of 
all the figures of date ending at the right arrow shaft. Yet another 
crack extends from the right top of figure 7 through the right arrow 
shaft and continues upward along the outside of the right wreath to 
the end of the right scroll. 

Reverse A. L C NC NC. This die is also badly cracked. A heavy 
crack extends from, the left wreath stem through U. Another heavy 
irregular crack runs through the bases of NITED, thence from the 
center of D to the lower part of the first S of STATES and upward 
to the left top of the first T of STATES. Another heavy crack passes 
through the bases of STATES OF. Another runs from the top of F 
through the tops of AMERICA. This crack widens into a bulge 
between ME. The bases of AMERICA also joined by a crack. 
Another break occurs from the border at right of the final A of 
AMERICA to the right wreath stem. Protrusions from the border 
point to the left wreath stem and right of F. 
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No. 2 
Wide Date 
The date is wide and slightly nearer ball than border. The center 
of ball is midway between 8 and 6, which figures are equidistant 
from ball. Figures 1 and 7 are equidistant from border. 
Reverse B. NC C NC NL. (Proofs coined from these dies.) 


No. 3 
Low date 

The figures are very low, being much nearer border than ball. The 
center of ball is slightly left of 6, which figure is nearest to ball. - 
Figure 7 is nearer to border than 1. Coins from this die come with | 
complete rim and with narrow border and missing rim at lower part. — 

Reverse C. CC NL NL. On some specimens engraver’s tool marks 
extend from the 2nd and 3rd outside blades of the right wreath. 


No. 4 

The date is slightly nearer the border than the ball. The center of 
ball is over the extreme left side of 6, which figure is slightly nearer 
ball than is 8. Figure 7 is nearer border than 1. There are two oblique 
tool scratches on this die directly beneath the highest berry of the 
right wreath. Somewhat similar scratches appear between the left 
wreath and shield at the juncture of the right arrow. This die has 
been seen with a rim fracture that obliterates part of the denticles at 
5 o’clock. 

Reverse D. L NCC NC. 


No. 5 
Low Date 

The date is much nearer the border than ball. The center of ball 
is over the extreme left side of 6, which figure is nearest to ball. 
Figures 1 and 7 are equidistant from border. A die crack runs 
through the tops of the figures of the date. 

Reverse E. L C NC NC. The letters N and D of UNITED and the 
first S of STATES are weakly struck. Die cracks and flakes removed 
at tops of first T and E of STATES. A die crack extends from D to 
first S of STATES. 
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No. 6 

The ball is nearer border than ball. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6, which figure is nearest to ball. Figures 1 and 7 are 
equidistant from Border. A crack extends through the tops of the 
figures of the date almost as in No. 5; in fact, this obverse is so 
similar to obverse No. 5 as to be confusing. However, figure 6 of date 
is nearer to and further under the ball on obverse 6 than on obverse 
5. 

Reverse F. LC C NC 


No. 7 
The date is nearer border than ball. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 6, which figure is nearest to ball. Figures 1 and 7 are 
equidistant from border. A faint crack connects ST of TRUST. 
Reverse G. NL C NC NL. A die crack extends from the final S of 
STATES through the bases of OF ending at the left side of the first 
A of AMERICA. 


No. 8 
The date is nearer ball than border. Center of ball over left side 
of 6. Base of 1 and 7 equidistant from border. Clearly visible 
doubling of entire motto and left side of wreath and shield outline. 
Reverse H. NC NL L NL. Letters UNITE in UNITED and ST of 
STATES extremely weak. S in CENTS almost absent. 


No. 9 
Die crack through tops of numerals in date. Fine crack from right 
arrow feathers and into wreath. 
Reverse I, PL NC CC. 7th blade outside left wreath falls between 
S and T of STATES. 


No. 10 

The date is nearer the border than the ball. The center of the ball 
is over the right side of the 8. The base of the 7 is nearer the border. 
The 8 is closer to the ball than the 6. A die crack running through 
the tops of IN and connecting with G of GOD then to the top of the 
ribbon. A die chip between R and U of TRUST and a die crack 
connecting UST. Fine cracks connecting the numerals of the date 
and from both arrowheads. The rim is missing at the lower parts. 
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Reverse J. C C NC L. Die cracks connecting ribbon ends, from 
both wheat stems to the border, connecting bases of STATES and 
OF, running through A and M to border and across rim, and 
connecting all letters of AMERICA. 
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No. 


1868 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Date 
Nearer 
Border 
or 
Ball Center of Ball 


Equal Over right side of 8 
Equal Extreme right side of 8 


Ball Extreme right side of 8 
Ball Slightly right of 8 

Ball Slightly right of 8 

Equal Midway between 8 and 6 
Equal Midway between 8 and 6 
Ball Extreme right side of 8 
Ball Extreme right side of 8 
Ball Extreme right side of 8 
Ball Extreme right side of 8 
Ball Midway between 8 and 6 
Ball Midway between 8 and 6 
Ball Midway. between 8 and 6 
Equal Midway between 8 and 6 
Ball Midway between 8 and 6 
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Base 
of 
lor8 
Nearer 
Border Remarks 
8 Figures 1 and first 8 
recut. 
8 Figures 1| and first 8 
recut. 
8 
8 High date. Proofs from this d 
8 
8 Date closely spaced. 
Equal 1 and final 8 recut. 
8 6 and final 8 recut. 
See No. 12 
8 
8 
8 See No. 9 
8 
8 Comes with weak reverse. 
8 
8 


7th 


1868 REVERSE GUIDE 


7th 


3rd 


Remarks 


Heavy crack between ES of STATES. 
Die badly cracked. 


Before heavy breaks. 


Similar to reverses G and H. 
STATES boldly recut. 

Very weak die. 

Top blades of right wreath are 
elongated. 
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1868 


No. 1 
Tops of 1 and first 8 recut 


The date is equidistant between ball and border. The center of 
ball is over the right side of the first 8, which figure is nearest the 
ball. The final 8 is nearer to border than 1. The tops of 1 and first 8 
show recutting. A die crack extends from the left arrow shaft to the 
peak of | and ends at the left of the first 8. On late strikes this crack 
progresses irregularly through the tops of all figures and into the field 
to the right of date. 

Reverse A. C NC NL. The tops of UNITE and bases of STATES 
are connected by a die crack. Another crack commencing at border 
above E in STATES runs obliquely downward, touching the extreme 
right top of E in STATES, passing through the final S, thence 
through the bases of OF, ending at the left stand of the first A in 
AMERICA. A final crack runs obliquely downward from the border 
left of the first A in. AMERICA, crossing that letter above its middle 
emerging from the right stand of M to connect MERIC at their bases. 


No. 2 
Date recut as in No. 1 
The date is equidistant between ball and border. The center of 
ball is over the extreme right side of the first 8, which figure is 
nearest ball. The final 8 is nearer to border than 1. The tops of | and 
first 8 show recutting. This being the noticeable difference. 
Reverse B. CC NL L. 
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No. 3 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over t 
extreme right side of the first 8, which figure is nearest ball. The fins 
8 is nearer border than 1. Letters R and S of TRUST are mud 
weaker than T U T. ) 
Reverse C. NC NC VNL NL. Letters OF and N and T of CENT 
are recut. The left stand of the final A of AMERICA is weak. | 
| 
No. 4 | 
High Date | 
The date is high, being much nearer ball than border. The cent 
of ball is slightly right of the first 8, which figure is nearest ball. TI 
final 8 is nearer to border than 1. The right base of 1 is very near | 


Reverse D. CC NC NL. (Proofs coined from these dies.) 


No. 5 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is slight 
right of the first 8, which figure is nearest ball. The final 8 is near 
to border than 1. A die crack extends from the end of the left wrea 
through the end of left arrow shaft to figure 1 just above its bas 
Another crack starts in the field to left of date, extends across t 
top of date to the end of the right arrow shaft. 

Reverse E. NC C NL L. Letter D of UNITED is recut. A cra 
crosses the tops of TE of STATES and ends at border above the fir 
S. Another joins the bases of TES OF, being heavy and broadeni 
between ES. 

No. 6 
Closely spaced date | 

The date is equidistant between ball and border. The center | 
ball is midway between first 8 and 6, which figures are equidista 
from ball. The final 8 is nearer border than 1. A die crack crosses t 
top of date, the right arrow shaft and continues upward along t 
outside of the right wreath. The figures of date are very | 
spaced. | 
Reverse F. NC NC NC NL. This reverse comes badly broken. 
heavy crack extends from the left ribbon through the end of the l 
wreath stem and top of U to border above N in UNITED. Anotl 
joins the tops of NITED. Another extends from the right | 
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through the right wreath stem and along the tops of AMERICA. Still 
another runs from the final S of STATES through the bases of OF. 


No. 7 
Figures | and final 8 recut 

The date is equidistant between ball and border. The center of 
ball is midway between first 8 and 6, which figures are equidistant 
from ball. Figures 1 and final 8 are equidistant from border. A crack 
extends from the left arrow shaft across the top of date to border 
below the right arrow shaft. 

Reverse F. (Before die broke badly.) 


No. 8 
Figures 6 and final 8 recut. 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
extreme right side of 8, which figure is nearest ball. The final 8 is 
nearer border than 1. Figures 6 and final 8 recut. A rim bulge occurs 
to the left of date. 

Reverse G. C NL LL. A die crack runs from the left wreath stem 
through the tips of UNITED ending at the border above the first S of 
STATES. Another runs through the tops of STATE. Another 
extends downward from F through AM below their middle. Another 
joins the tops of MERI. A final crack extends from the right of the 
final A of AMERICA through the right wreath stem to the right 
ribbon. 


No. 9 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
extreme right side of 8, which figure is nearest ball. The final 8 is 
nearer border than |. There is a slight crumbling of the upper rim. 
An irregular crack extends obliquely downward from the border 
above GOD to the top of N. Later this crack progresses downward 
into the field to the left of wreath, touching several leaves. Another 
crack runs through the base of date. Yet another crack extends 
obliquely downward from the border above U of TRUST through 
the top of the scroll into the field to the right of wreath, touching 
several outer leaves and ending at the border below the right arrow 
shaft. 
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Reverse H. NC NC NL NL. The letter T of UNITED is weak, as is 
the first S of STATES. The first A and ICA are bolder than MER. A 
crack extends from the lower left border along the tops of UNITED. 
Another runs through the bottoms of D STA. Another along the tops 
of OF AMER. A final crack runs through the bottoms of MERI, 
ending at the left side of C. 


No. 10 

The date is slightly nearer ball than border. The center of ball is 
over the extreme right side of 8, which figure is nearest date. The 
final 8 is nearer border than 1. A die crack extends from the left 
center border downward touching the lower outside leaves of the left 
wreath, just missing the left arrow shaft and ending at the border to 
the left of date. 

Reverse I. NC NC NC NL. Letters N of UNITED and the final A 
of AMERICA are weakly struck. A die crack extends from the 
border through the tops of STATES. Another crack extends from 
the center of F to the left side of the first A of AMERICA. 


No. 11 

The date is slightly nearer ball than border. The center of ball is 
over the extreme right side of 8, which figure is nearest ball. A die 
crack extends from the final 8 through the right arrow shaft just 
missing the lowest outside leaf of the right wreath and ends at the 
right border. Another crack extends downward to border opposite 
end of right scroll. 

Reverse J. CNC NL NL. 

Reverse K. C NC NC NL. This reverse also coupled with obverse 
No. 11. Letters TED of UNITED and STATES are recut. 


No. 12 

The date is slightly nearer ball than border. The center of ball is 
slightly right of 8, which figure is nearest ball. The final 8 is nearer 
border than 1. A die crack extends from the rim above GOD to top 
of N in IN. This obverse is very similar to obverse No. 9. On this 
obverse the crack mentioned is nearly straight, and in late strikes 
continues through N to I of IN. The similar crack of obverse No. 9 is 
irregular and in progression passes through N and above the letter of © 
I of IN. 
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Reverse L. NC NC NL VNL. This reverse is similar to both 
reverses G and H. A crack runs through the left wreath stem through 
the tops of UNIT. Another crack runs from the border through the 
top of T and obliquely through E to the base of D of UNITED, 
thence to the base of the first S and through the first T and ends at 
the left side of A of STATES. Another crack runs through the tops 
of TES of STATES and ends at the border above O. Another faint 
crack S and O near their bases. A final, irregular crack joins the tops 
of OF AMER. 


No. 13 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is midway 
between the 8 and 6. Figures 8 and 6 are equidistant from ball. The 
final 8 is nearer border than 1. A die crack runs from the left end of 
the scroll downward through the lower leaves of the left wreath, the 
end of the left arrow shaft to the peak of 1, thence through the date 
and right arrow shaft to the lowest leaf of the right wreath. 

Reverse M. C NC NL NL. The letters of STATES OF are 
noticeable recut, having the appearance of being double struck. The 
letters of AMERICA are also recut, but less pronounced. A faint 
crack extends from C of AMERICA through the right wreath stem. 


No. 14 
Very weak reverse 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is midway 
between 8 and 6. Figures 8 and 6 are equidistant from ball. The final 
8 is nearer to border than 1. A die crack runs from the lowest leaf of 
the right wreath through the right arrow shaft and ends at the border 
to the right of date. 

_ Reverse N. PL C NR —. This reverse is from a very weak die. All 
of the letters are faint, the C of AMERICA barely visible or missing 

entirely. , 


No. 15 
The date is equidistant between ball and border. The center of 
* ball is midway between 8 and 6. Figures 8 and 6 are equidistant from 
ball. 
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Reverse O. L L NL NL. The blade under the final S of STATES is 
elongated and points to the letter E of STATES. The two blades 
beneath are also elongated and touch the center top blade of the left 
wreath. A double pronged die crack connects the two crosslets of U 
of UNITED, then continues as a single crack along the top of 
UNITED. The letters of TATE are cracked at their tops and a final 
crack joins OF at the top. 


No. 16 

The date is nearer ball than border and is closely spaced. The 
center of ball is midway between 8 and 6, which figures are 
equidistant from ball. The final 8 is nearer to border than 1. 

Reverse P. L C C NL. A die crack runs from the left ribbon 
through the left wreath stem, the tops of UNITE and ends at the 
border above the upright of D. A crack joins the tops of TATE, while 
another runs obliquely downward from near the top of the final T of 
STATES, through E and S to bottom of O. Several letters of 
AMERICA are recut. 
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COIDKNAARWNH rs 


_ 
i) 


Date 
Nearer 
Ball 
or 
Border 


Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 
Ball 


Ball 


1869 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Center of Ball 


Over right side of 8 
Slightly right of 8 
Slightly right of 8 
Right of 8 


Midway between 8 and 6 
Midway between 8 and 6 
Midway between 8 and 6 


Left of 6 


Midway between 8 and 6 


Over right side of 8 


43 


Base 
of 
1 or 9 
Nearer 
Border 


Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
Equal 
9 


9 


Remarks 


Date high near ball. 


Proofs coined from this die. 
Notable recutting of left 
base of N. 

The overdate. Extremely 
rare. 


NC 
NC 


See reverse C 
See reverse C 


C 


8th 
NC 


NC 
NC 


1869 REVERSE GUIDE 


7th 
NL 
NL 

VNL 
NL 
NL 
NL 
NL 


NL 
NL 


3rd 
NL 
NC 
VNL 
NL 
ie 
VNL 
VNL 
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Remarks 


2 and CENTS recut. 


Proofs coined from this die. 
2, CENTS UNITED and ST recut. 
The overdate. 


1869 
No. 1 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
right side of 8. Figures 1 and 9 are equidistant from border. Figure 8 
is nearest ball. 
Reverse A. NC NC NL NL. A faint crack may occur at the tops 
of UNI and ATES. Figure 2 and CENTS show recutting. 


No. 2 
High Date 

The date is high near ball. The center of ball is slightly right of 8. 
Figures 1 and 9 are equidistant from border. Figure 8 is nearest to 
and quite near to ball. A die crack extends downward from left scroll 
end to the border. Another crack extends from the right arrow tip to 
the border opposite right scroll end. 

Reverse B. NC NC NL NC. This reverse comes perfect and with 
cracks extending from left wreath stem to U and from right wreath 
stem to A. On uncirculated examples of this reverse, long light tool 
marks appear in the field. 


No. 3 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is slightly 
right of 8. Figures 1 and 9 are equidistant from border. Figure 8 is 


nearest ball. 
Reverse C. C NC VNL VNL. TATES OF AMERIC noticeable 
recut, as are 2 and CENTS. 
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No. 4 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is right of 
8. Figures 1 and 9 are equidistant from border. Figure 8 is slightly 
nearest ball. A faint crack extends from top of scroll over U of 
TRUST touching tops of ST and ends at top of scroll to the right of 
T. On later strikings cracks extend from right wreath to 9 and from 
left arrow shaft to peak of 1. 

Reverse D. NC NC NL NL. Letters IT of UNITED OF and 
AMERICA recut. Cracks appear from the left wreath stem to near 
top of U. Another through the bottoms of NIT and through top of E 
to border and above ED. 

This obverse is also coupled with Reverse E. 

Reverse E. C C NL L. Letters of legend are noticeable recut, but 
the outlines of letters are on the left of letters, while on Rev. C., the 
outlines appear on the right of letters. 


No. 5 
Badly cracked reverse 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is midway 
between 8 and 6. Figures | and 9 are equidistant from border. Figure 
8 is nearest ball. A slight crack may occur running from end of left 
arrow shaft to border under figure | of date. 

Reverse F. NC NC NL VNL. Seen cracked as follows: From left 
wreath stem through U, then along tops of NITED. Another from 
border above first S of STATES along the tops of STATE. Another 
through bases of ES to center of O. A heavy crack joins tops of OF 
and continues along the tops of AMER. Another from right wreath 
stem through the upper part of the final A of AMERICA, ending at 
the border opposite C. Several letters of the legend show recutting. 


No. 6 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is midway 
between 8 and 6. Figures 1 and 9 are equidistant from border. 
Figures 8 and 6 are equidistant from ball. This obverse comes perfect 
and cracked as follows: From left arrow tip along tops of IN G to 
border above upright of D of GOD. Another from top of scroll above 
R along tops of UST to right arrow tip. Another from right scroll end 
to border at 3 o’clock. Another runs downward through outer leaves 
of right wreath through right arrow shaft and figure 9 near its top 
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and ends at the right top of 6. This cracked obverse is easily confused 
with Obverse No. 4 because of the similarity of die cracks. 

Reverse G. NC C NL VNL. Letters UNITED show recutting as to 
CENTS. A die crack extends from left wreath stem through U and 
the left crosslet of N to border opposite the right upright of N. 
Another faint crack runs through the tops of TED. Another crack 
runs from the right wreath stem through AC to border opposite I of 
AMERICA. 

This obverse is found coupled with Reverse B. 

This obverse is found coupled with Reverse H., in which case the 
obverse cracks mentioned are prominent. 

Reverse H. NC C NL NL. A crack runs from the left ribbon end 
through the end of left wreath stem and through U near its left top 
from there to border just missing the left side of the right crosslet of 
U. All letters of legend are well formed except D of UNITED. 


No. 7 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is midway 
between 8 and 6. Figures | and 9 are equidistant from border. Figure 
8 is slightly nearer ball than is figure 6. There is a slight graver’s tool 
mark beneath R of TRUST. 

Reverse C. This reverse now comes cracked as follows: From left 
wreath stem through both ribbon ends to right wreath stem. Another 
from right wreath stem to A just above its center. Another through 
tops of ICA and a final crack through tops of ME. 


No. 8 
Proofs 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is slightly 
past midway between 8 and 6. Figures 1 and 9 are equidistant from 
border. Figure 6 is slightly nearest to ball. 
Reverse C. Brilliant proofs coined from this combination of dies. 


No. 9 
The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball 
is midway between the 8 and 6. The base of the 9 is nearer the 
border. The 8 is closer to the ball than the 6. There are diagonal lines 
on ribbon next to I and N of IN and a notable recutting of the left 
base of N. 
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Reverse I. C NC NL L. Recutting of 2 and CENTS. Also UNITED 
and ST. 


No. 10 
The Overdate 

The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball 
is over the right side of the 8. The base of the 9 is nearer the border 
than the 1. The 8 is closer to the ball than the 6. A very definite die 
break extends from the rim below the left feathers through the 
denticles and field through the bases of 1, 8 and 6 and thence to the 
rim below 9. The numeral 1 shows most recutting over the higher cut 
1, but the entire date has been repunched over 1868. 

Because of the die breaking up few impressions were made, thus 
the extreme rarity. Only 8 to 10 pieces known. 

Reverse. Same as Reverse I. C NC NL L. 
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nA BW NH 


1870 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Date Base 
Nearer of 

Ball 1 or 0 

or Nearer 
Border Center of Ball Border Remarks 
Ball Over right side of 8 0 Right side of 8 near ball. 
Proofs coined from this die. 

Ball Slightly right of 8 Equal 
Ball Midway between 8 and 7 Equal High recut date. 
Ball Between 8 and 7 0 
Ball Left side of 7 Equal 
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5-H 


1870 REVERSE GUIDE 


7th 8th 7th 3rd Remarks 

C C L NL Proof coined from this die. 

C NC NL NL 

G C NL i 

R NL His Elongated blades. Letter C 

of AMERICAN weakly struck. 

NC G NL NL 
NC NC NL NL 

¢ NC NL VNL __ Both ribbon ends recut. 

= NC NL i 
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1870 
No. 1 
Proofs from this die 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is near to 
and over the right side of 8. Figure 0 is slightly nearer border than 1. 
Figure 7 is slightly nearest to ball. A faint crack runs from the ball to 
the right top of figure 1. 
Reverse A. C NC L NL. There is a graver’s tool mark on lower 
part of left wreath. A faint crack runs along the tops of STA. Proofs 
coined from these dies. 


No. 2 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is slightly 
right of 8. Figures 1 and O are equidistant from border. Figure 7 
slightly nearest ball. A crack crosses all figures of date near their 
tops. The right side of right upright N of IN shows recutting. A crack 
runs obliquely upward from the end of the left scroll through left 
arrow tip and letfers IN GO of motto to border above D. Another 
crack runs obliquely downward from field touching the tops of UST 
of motto and continues through the right arrow tip to the end of the 
right scroll. 

Reverse B. C NC NL NL. A crack extends from the left wreath 
stem through U to the left top of N. Another crack extends from the 
right ribbon end through the right wreath stem crossing A and ending 
at top of C of AMERICA. Other faint cracks are seen on uncirculated 
examples. 
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No. 3 
High and recut date 
Figure 7 nearly touches ball 

The date is much nearer ball than border. The center of ball is 
midway between 8 and 7. Figures 1 and O are equidistant from 
border. Figure 7 is very near ball. Figures of date are recut. Cracks 
have been seen running through the lower leaves of the left wreath, 
the left arrow shaft to the peak of 1 and along the top of 8 and 7. 
Another runs from the lowest leaf of the right wreath through the 
right arrow shaft of O of date. A faint crack runs downward from the 
border to the top of scroll above the final T of the motto. 

Reverse C. C C NL L. Several letters of the legend show 
recutting. The outside blades of the right wreath are elongated. This 
reverse comes perfect and badly cracked. A crack runs from the left 
wreath stem through U to border above left upright of N. Another 
from border to right of D through first S to base of first T of 
STATES, continuing through that letter and the bottoms of AT 
thence upward through the center of E, emerging from the right top 
of the final S, ending at the border between S and O. There are two 
cracks through MER, one along tops to border above I, another 
lower crack runs through AMERI to border above left side of C. 
Another extends from the end of the right wreath stem through the 
final A of AMERICA and ends at the right top of C. 

This obverse also coupled with Reverse D. 

Reverse D. RC NL PL. Note: Blades in first and last positions are 
elongated. All letters of legend except CA of AMERICA are 
noticeable recut. Letter C is very weak. 


No. 4 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is between 
8 and 7. Figure O of date is between 8 and 7. Figure 0 of date is 
nearest border and figure 7 is nearest ball. A faint crack extends from 
the field left of date through 1 and 8 to the bottom of 7. There are 
numerous graver’s tool marks beneath right scroll and between the 
right side of shield and the wreath. 

Reverse E. NC C NL NL. A crack extends from the left ribbon 
through left stem and U, thence along the tops of NITE. Another 
two pronged crack joins top of T with border. Another crack runs 
through the bottom of STATES OF, thence upward through A of 
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AMERICA to border. Another runs along the tops of ERIC, barely 
misses the final A and ends at the right wreath stem. 

This obverse also coupled with Reverse F and Reverse G. 

Reverse F. NC NC NL NL. Several letters of the legend show 
recutting, O of OF and AMER being most noticeable. 

Reverse G. C NC NL VNL. AIl letters of legend are noticeable 
recut. A die crack extends from the left ribbon through left stem and 
the center of U, then upward through N to top of I, and continues 
along the tops of ITED to border above the first S of STATES. 
Another crack passes through the bases of STATES to the left base 
of O. Another extends from the right of O above its middle through 
F to base to the first A of AMERICA and through the bases of 
AMER. A final crack runs from the border above I, through tops of 
CA, to right wreath stem and ribbon end. Both nbbon ends recut. 


No. 5 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
left side of 7. Figures 1 and O are equidistant from border. Figure 7 is 
nearest. ball. Engraver’s tool marks are seen similar to those on 
Obverse 4 and also visible marks in field of left scroll around IN 
GOD. 

Reverse H. C NC NL L. A crack extends from left ribbon through 
left stem and U to border. Another crack branches from this crack 
and extends along the tops of NITED. Another crack runs from the 
border to the top of first S of STATES and continues along the tops 
of STA to border above the second T of STATES. A final crack runs 
from the right wreath stem to the border above the final A of 
AMERICA. 
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NAN fA 


Date 
Nearer 
Ball 
or 
Border 


Ball 
Ball 
Ball 


Equal 
Ball 
Equal 
Ball 


1871 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Center of Ball 


Over right of center of 8 
Over right side of 8 
Over extreme right side of 8 


Slightly right of 8 
Between 8 and 7 
Between 8 and 7 
Between 8 and 7 
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Base 
of 
1 or 1 
Nearer 
Border 


Final 1 
Final 1 
Final 1 


Final 1 
Final 1 
Equal 


Remarks 
Date recut 
Peak of final 1 touches 
7. Proofs coined from 


this die. 


Badly cracked die. 
Lowest date of 1871. 


8th 
C 
C 

NC 


1871 REVERSE GUIDE 


7th 
NL 
NL 

L 


3rd 

VNL 

VNL 
NL 


VNL 


NL 
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Remarks 


Same as reverse A of 1870. Proofs 
coined from this side. 
See reverse A. 


Badly cracked die. 


Nearly all letters of legend recut. 


1871 
No. 1 
Recut date 


The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is right of 
the center of 8. The final 1 is nearest border and figure 8 is nearest 
ball. Figures 7 and final 1 are plainly recut. 


Reverse A. NC C NL VNL. A die crack extends from the left 
wreath stem to U near its top, then along the tops of UNITED. 
Another crack runs through the bottom of STATES O and ends at 
the left side of F above its base. Another extends from the right side 
of E of AMERICA through the bases of RIC. A final crack runs from 
the right wreath stem through the final A above its center and 
through the upper part of C. Several letters of legend are recut. 


No. 2 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
right side of 8. The final 1 is nearest border and the figure 7 is 
nearest ball. Faint Die cracks as follows: From the left bottom of the 
first 1 to border left of date. From this crack another runs to the left 
arrow shaft. From the border at near 9 o’clock a crack runs 
downward through the outer leaves of the left wreath. Another 
extends from the lowest outside leaf of the right wreath through the 
right arrow shaft ending in the field right of the date. A faint crack 
connects the tops of 87 and final 1. Another crack runs from the 
base of the final 1 into the field right of date. 

Reverse B. CC NL VNL. Tops of UNITED show recutting. 
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No. 3 
Proofs 


The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
extreme right side of 8. Figures 8 and 7 are almost equidistant from 
ball, the 7 being very slightly nearest. The final 1 is nearest border. 
The entire motto shows recutting as does the right arrow tip. 

Reverse C. C NC L NL. Same as Reverse A of 1870. Proofs 
coined from these dies. 


No. 4 
The date is about midway between ball and border. The center of 
ball is slightly right of 8. The final 1 is nearest border and 7 is nearest 
ball. 
Reverse D. PC C L NL. Letters ED STATES OF show recutting. 
This obverse also coupled with Reverse A. 


No. 5 
Obverse and Reverse badly cracked 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is between 
8 and 7. The first and final 1 are equidistant from border. Figure 7 is 
nearest ball. A die crack runs downward from the left arrow tip 
through the end of the left scroll into the field. Another crack stems 
from this crack and continues downward through the outer lower 
leaves of the left wreath. A two pronged crack emerges from the 
lowest outside leaf of the left wreath, merges into a single crack, 
which ends at the border beneath the left arrow shaft. A crack runs 
from the final T of TRUST through the right arrow tip to the border. 
Another crack runs from the right arrow shaft through the ball and 
ends in the field just above and to the left of the first 1 of date. 

Reverse E..C NC NL L. This reverse comes badly cracked as 
follows: From the center field beneath wreath, through the left 
ribbon and stem and the left corner of the crosslet of U to border, 
thence along the tops of NITE, and ends at border above D. Another 
crack passes through the bottom of STATES OF. Another crack runs 
downward from the border above first A of AMERICA through the 
right top of that letter to the lower part of M, then through bottom 
of ER, then upward through | to border above C. A final crack starts 
at the border above the final A, and passes through the right stem 
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and just touches the very end of the right ribbon, and continues to 
form a junction with the first mentioned crack beneath the center of 
wreath. The entire legend is recut. 


No. 6 
Lowest date of 1871 
The date is about equidistant between ball and border. The 
center of ball is between 8 and 7. The final 1 is nearest border, and 7 
is nearest ball. 
Reverse F. C NC NL L. 


No. 7 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is between 
8 and 7, being slightly left of 7. The final 1 is nearest border and 7 is 
nearest to ball. No die crack has been seen. 
Reverse G. NC C L NL. A crack extends from the left wreath 
stem through U to N near its top, then across the tops of NITED. 
Almost all letters of legend are recut. 
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1872 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Date Base 
Nearer of 
Ball 1 or 2 
or Nearer 
Border Center of Ball Border Remarks 


Ball Over right side of 8 Equal Proofs coined from this 


die. 

Ball Over right side of 8 Equal 

Ball Over right side of 8 2 Small wedge shaped die chip 
beneath G of GOD. 
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8th 


1872 REVERSE GUIDE 


7th 


NC 
NL 
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3rd 


Remarks 
See Reverse A of 1870. 


Letters recut, especially O 
in OF. 


1872 
No. 1 
Proofs From This Die 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over the 
right side of 8. Figures | and 2 are equidistant from border and fig- 
ures 8 and 7 are about equidistant from ball. 
Reverse A. C NC L NL. Same as Reverse A of 1870. Proofs coin- 
ed from these dies. 


No. 2 

The date is nearer ball than border, but not as high as in No. 1. 
The center of ball is over the right side of 8 and slightly further right 
than in No. 1. Figures 1 and 2 are about equidistant from border, 
and 7 is slightly nearest to ball than 8. This obverse comes perfect 
and cracked as follows: A faint crack runs from lowest outside leaf 
of right wreath through right arrow shaft near its end to the right top 
of 2. Another runs from the peak of 1, through the left arrow shaft 
to the lowest center leaf of the left wreath. The die was damaged at 
some period of its use, causing a defect in the lower right part of the 
shield, 

Reverse B. NC NC NL NL. Letters UNITE recut. A crack extends 
from left wreath stem to join a crack from border which runs along 
the tops of UNITED. Another extends from right stem through the 
final A of AMERICA to the extreme top of C. On later strikes these 
cracks become more pronounced and additional cracks extend from 
both ribbon ends to their nearest wreath stems, and D ST show 
recutting. 
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This obverse also couples with Reverse C. and with Reverse D. 

Reverse C. C NC NL L. Most of the legend shows recutting. Let- 
ter O in OF has the appearance of being double struck. Figure 2 is 
noticeable recut with outline on the left, which is not the case of 
Reverse B. 

Reverse D. C NC NC NL. A crack extends from the ribbon end 
through the left ribbon near its end and continues through U, then 
along the tops of NIT. Another crack extends from the right ribbon 
end to the right wreath stem. 


No. 3 

The date is nearer the ball than the border. The center of the ball 
is over the right side of the 8. The base of the 2 is nearer the border. 
The 8 and 7 are equidistant from the ball. The N of IN is notable 
double cut and a small wedge-shaped die chip is found beneath G of 
GOD. 

Reverse E. C C NL NL. A light die crack connects the tops of 
STA. 
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1873 OBVERSE GUIDE 


Date Base 
Nearer of 

Ball 1 or 3 

or Nearer 
No. Border Center of Ball Border Remarks 
iY ip Ball Over right side of 8 3 Open three, proofs only. 
2. Ball Midway between 8 Equal Closed three, proofs only. 

and 7. 
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1873 REVERSE GUIDE 


No. 7th 8th 7th 3rd Remarks 
PAYG C NC NC Proofs only. 
2-B - C NC L NL 


Same as Reverse A of 
1870 with re-engraving. 
Proofs only. 
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1873 
No. 1 
Open Three 
The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is over 
the right side of 8. Figures 8 and 7 are about equidistant from ball 
and figure 3 is slightly nearest border. 
Reverse A. C C NC NC. Only proofs coined in 1873. 


No. 2 
Closed Three 

The date is nearer ball than border. The center of ball is midway 
between 8 and 7, which is the distinguishing feature of this obverse. 
Figure 7 is nearest ball. Figures 1 and 3 are equidistant from border 
and nearer to it than on obverse |. A faint die crack or graver’s mark 
runs from the field between R and U of TRUST, crosses US and ends 
at the center of the left crosslet of T. 

Reverse B. Same as Reverse A of 1870, with re-engraving causing 
blade positions to change: L NC VNC NC. A slight gravers tool mark 
is always present at the end of the top inside blade on the left that 
blends downward. This tool mark runs into the field in the direction 
of figure 2. This is diagnostic. The faint crack at tops of STA 
mentioned in Reverse A, of 1870 is still visible, but an attempt of 
removal has been made. The oblique graver’s mark on the lower left 
of wreath is still visible. Only proofs coined from these dies. 
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PROOF TWO-CENT PIECES: 
ANALYSIS OF SURVIVAL STATUS 


AND INVESTMENT MERIT 


With the exception of the 1873 issue, exact Proof production for 
each year is unavailable. The best method appears the use of the 
number of complete Proof Sets recorded by date, a procedure Mr. 
Walter Breen employed in 1954*, and reused by Mr. Don Taxay in 
1970**. The inference, however, is that additional pieces were made 
for each date above the complete set totals — shown by a plus (+) 
after the mintage figures listed by Taxay. Thus, while 600 complete 
proof sets were made in 1868, the total for the two-cent piece is 
listed at 600+, allowing for “‘extras” sold individually, apart from the 
Bets. 

The total type mintage for Proofs, therefore, is 7,160+. In order 
to allow for the extra coinage (1864-72), I will assume an additional 
840 pieces were made in the aggregate, for a Gross Total of 8.000. 
Bear in mind, however, that an undetermined amount of unsold 
Proof coins (as well as business strikes) were melted with other 
obsolete minor coinage under the Act of March 3, 1871, probably 
effecting the 1872 and 1873 the most. In fact some 15,000,000 of 
the 45,600,000 Two-Cent pieces were so melted.*** 


66 


DATE EST. MINTAGE 


1864**** 100+ 

1865 500+ 

1866 725+ 

1867 625+ 

1868 600+ 

1869 600+ 

1870 1000+ 

1871 960+ 

1872 950+ 

1873 orig. cl. 3 600 

rest. op.3 500 Assume “extras” = 840 

TOTAL 7,160+ thus, Gross Total = 8,000 


Professional speculation as to the number of Proofs surviving 
from original mintages generally falls within a range of 40-70% in 
ascending figures from 1860 through the Barber series. Thus, the 
earlier the date, the less likelihood that a majority of the mintage 
survives. These percentages are usually used for the Liberty Seated 
and Barber series; applying them to the Two-Cent series is sound — in 
fact, their survival rate should be less than their silver counterparts. 
Nonetheless, to be as conservative as possible, I will attach a 62 1/2% 
survival rate to the entire Two-Cent series, well towards the high end 
of the 40-70% range. Notable in survival totals is the following 
information: 

Sometime in late 1942 or 1943 when the copper shortage got 
severe and the mint switched to steel cents, The Treasury dug into 
their resources and come up with many, many kegs of Indian Cents 
and Two-Cent pieces. Apparently all were worn. They had probably 
been taken out of circulation in the 10’s and 20’s. They were all put 
through some kind of machine, it appears to be roller dies, and 
stamped “REJECTED”, then rekegged and sent up to the brass mills 
in Taunton, Mass., for melting and making brass sheet. Of course 
some of them escaped and the pieces are very, very rare. 

For purposes of investment analysis, I am breaking down the 
series total further by quality: Average Proof “60”, Choice Proof 
“65”, and Gen Proof 65++’. The high copper content caused many 
pieces to turn brown, dull, or even mottled. Many were cleaned 
through the years removing them from the Choice and Gen category. 
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Thus, the number of premium quality specimens represents a very 
small portion of the existing supply. To be sure, quite a number of 
mishandled, cleaned, scratched, etc. proof pieces are included in the 
“60” total. Their desirability, and value is less than the Average 
Proof *‘60”’. 


Gross Adiustadi Min tape i Lotal: uti aul eal eee ci ote) ks 8,000 
Uome lost spent destroyed: etc. z,2 ¢)}UtWia ln tlie aun 3,000 
INEUUINMIVOTH Ot Ty Zeal) ia eee Bia cee eRe 5,000 


Distribution By Quality: 


PelLuavetarel NrOGrh TOU.) sro di lk etki ek le events a Ine 4,000 
Este CAO Ge P LOOMIS thy LtU.Gt dat aat ce cetb lau ets Hille clot ee le gn 750 
Bac ie Gen Prook state Vile Ji! ie een is eld edt 250 

5,000 


(50.0% Gross; 80% Net) 

( 9.4% Gross; 15% Net) 

( 3.1% Gross; 5% Net) 
62.5% 100% 


These estimates vividly portray the status of Proof Two-Cent 
pieces today: A scarce type coin, very scarce in Choice quality, rare 
as a Gem. In fact, the current price structure of the coin hardly 
reflects these results: 


BROOT COU aU part uN hill bia Liisi eal pi lel ube dtr dine $300 — 375 
PIOOT SOMA Wiuaal tH Neca it Maki el GIL a Raemae $400 — 475 
BCOOTROO tere AME ITE Meio AMATE Cie a ea $500 — 575 


Moreover, not taken into consideration is the as yet widely 
unrecognized scracity of certain dates accorded little more than 
‘common type” status, 1864 lg., 1865, 1870-72. 


* The Coin Collector’s Journal, May-June 1954: The United 
States Minor Coinages 1793-1916, by Walter Breen, published by 
Wayte Raymond, Inc., N.Y. 
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**Scott’s Comprehensive Catalogue and Encyclopedia of U.S. 
Coins, 1971 edition, prepared and edited by Don Taxay, 1970. 

*** Fractional Money, Neil Carothers, 1930, John Wikey & Sons, 
Inc., P. 302 

****Includes an estimated 10 small date proofs (believed 
patterns). 
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PRICE AND VALUE GUIDE 


UNC. UNC. UNC.* PROOF PROOF* 

MS60 MS65 MS65++ 60/65 65/70 

$ $ $ $ $ 
1864sm 375/475 550/650  800/- 7,500/9 ,000 10,000/- 
1864lg 120/160 225/300 375/475 400/525 600/- 
1865/4 185/225 250/500 550/850 - - 
1865 120/160 225/300 375/475 325/425 475/650 
1866 150/200 275/350 400/500 300/400 450/575 
1867 150/200 275/350 400/500 300/400 450/575 
1867dbl die 200/300 385/525 650/800 - — 
1868 175/225 300/400 425/525 300/400 450/575 
1869/8 _ - 
1869 200/250 325/425 450/550 325/425 475/600 
1870 215/265 350/450 = 475/- 350/450 475/600 
1871 225/275 375/475 500/- 375/475 500/625 
1872 600/800 1000/1200 = 450/550 575/800 
1873orig. 750/950 1000/1200 
1873restr. 775/975 1050/1250 


*Exceptionally choice pieces can command more than the values 
suggested here. They should be judged on an individual basis. 
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